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Export Commodity Classification

Economic Indicators Division
International Trade Indicator

Micro Analysis Branch
 Classification Matters

 The Harmonized System and Schedule B

 Classification Guidelines

Presentation Overview

www.census.gov/scheduleb Trade Data Processing

Raw Data
• Exports

 Automated Export System
 Canadian Data Exchange

• Imports

Parameters

Rejected Records

Trade Statistics

Fixed Records

Micro Analysis Branch

Trade Community

$ 40,000 

IE = Ireland

Ink cartridges

Export Information Code = OS (General Exports)

$ 4,000,000

IR = Iran

Ammunition cartridges

EIC = MS (Military Shipments)

Potential Reporting Errors International Harmonized System
and HS-based Classification

0805.10.0045

CHAPTER
2-digit; changes 

infrequently

HEADING
4-digit; could change 
about every 5 years

SUBHEADING
6-digit; could change 
about every 5 years

STATISTICAL
10-digit; could 

change semiannually

LEGAL
8-digit; applies to HTS 

only; changes vary

http://www.census.gov/scheduleb
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Schedule B vs. Harmonized Tariff Schedule Notice to Exporters and Nots List

• Notice to Exporters: A list of codes where the Schedule 

B (export code) is more detailed than the HTS (import 

code). In these cases, the Schedule B must be reported 

in AES. 

Nots List 
www.census.gov/scheduleb

• Download
• Concordance files for 

AES Users
• HTS codes that are 

not valid for AES

Notice to Exporters 
hts.usitc.gov

• View
• Notice to Exporters

HTS

Schedule B

Nots List Example

1. The table of contents, index, and chapter titles offer 
guidance, but choose your 4-digit heading based on the 
heading descriptions and section and/or chapter notes.

General Rule of Interpretation 1

2. Applies to unfinished or disassembled goods, 
and mixtures and combinations:

A. Unfinished or disassembled goods are 
classified as the complete articles as 
long as they have the same essential 
character.

B. Mixtures and combinations are 
classified based on the essential 
character unless the mixture is 
specifically referenced.

General Rule of Interpretation 2

The essential character of a product is its nature, 
purpose or function.

Depending on the commodity, essential character 
may be determined by:

 Bulk

 Quantity

 Value

 Volume

 Weight

Essential Character

http://www.census.gov/scheduleb
http://www.usitc.gov/
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Tire repair kit: Schedule B 8414.80.1685 – Portable 
air compressors under 0.57 cubic meters per minute

13

Kit Example

3. For goods that can be classified in two or more areas:

A. Choose the heading with the most specific or detailed 
description.

B. Choose the heading that best describes the essential 
character.

C. Choose the last heading in numerical order.

Heading Description
1001           Wheat and meslin
1002           Rye
1003 Barley

General Rule of Interpretation 3

4. Classify under the heading of the most similar good. 

(should be used infrequently)

General Rule of Interpretation 4

5. Containers:

A. Specially fitted containers, such as 
cases for cameras or instruments, 
are not classified when they are 
shipped together with the goods.

B. Disposable packing materials and 
containers, such as bubble wrap 
and cardboard boxes, are not 
classified when they are used for 
packaging.

General Rule of Interpretation 5

01.02 - Live bovine animals:
- - Cattle:

0102.21 - - - Purebred breeding animals:
- - - - Dairy:

0102.21.0010 - - - - - Male 
0102.21.0020 - - - - - Female 

- - - - Other:
0102.21.0030 - - - - - Male 
0102.21.0050 - - - - - Female 
0102.29.0000 - - - Other 

6. Choose your 6-digit subheading based on the descriptions 
and related notes, and paying attention to indents.

General Rule of Interpretation 6 Additional U.S. Rule of Interpretation
1. Except where specifically noted, the following 

rules apply:

A. End use is determined by use in the U.S. 
immediately prior to export.

B. Goods that are specifically provided for in 
the Schedule B must be classified as such 
and not as “parts”.

C. Mixtures of two or more textile materials 
are classified first as the predominant 
material by weight, or last as the material 
covered by the last heading in numerical 
order.
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Schedule B Search Tips Tip #1: Use the  and *

Tip #2: Know your goods’
essential character

21

Tip #2: Know your goods’
essential character

Tip #3: Choose the best heading
and subheading

Tip #4: Drill down to your 10-digit code
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Tip #5: Read the related notes


